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TORONTO PFLAG VISION
Toronto PFLAG is a charitable organization that
speaks for a more accepting Canadian society by
providing support, education and resources to all
people who wish to grow in their understanding of
sexual and gender diversity.
Toronto PFLAG actively assists in the recognition
and growth of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender,
transsexual, two-spirit, intersex, queer and
questioning persons, and their families and friends,
within their diverse cultures and societies.

office@pflagtoronto.org

Next Support Meeting
Wednesday
December 5, 2012
7:30 p.m.
Kimbourne Park
United Church
200 Wolverleigh Blvd.,
Toronto, ON M4C 1S2

The next

Coffee with the Cops
will be in partnership with Loblaws at
Maple Leaf Gardens on Thursday,
December 6th, 2012,
between
4:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

A message from your President

November 27, 2012

On November 27, 1978 San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk and
Mayor George Moscone were assassinated. Tonight, as has been
done every Nov. 27th since then, a candlelight march will take place in
honour of these two pioneers for Gay Rights.
Harvey Milk was elected as an openly gay City Supervisor, and under
the leadership of Mayor Moscone the City of San Francisco funded
$10,000 of the $25,000 budgeted costs for the 1978 Pride Event.
Most of us know the story of Harvey Milk, and thirty-four years after his
death we still look to his speeches for inspiration, and invoke his
memorable words, “You gotta give ‘em hope.”
Considering the politics of the day, Mayor Moscone stands out as a
man who won his mayoral election based on a platform of inclusion, and
whose hiring practices included appointing to positions of power groups
previously denied such jobs including gays, blacks, women, Latinos and
Asians.
Thirty-four years later I wonder how Toronto City Council’s current
report card would compare as to diversity, inclusion and support of the
LGBT community.
On November 26, 2012 the City of Toronto heard that the Mayor would
be removed from office; leaving citizens wondering in what direction we
are heading, and under whose leadership.
Leadership was a topic that arose this month across Ontario when
Liberal Leader Dalton McGuinty indicated he was stepping down, and
various candidates announced their intention to run for Leadership.
These are interesting times. All of us who have an opportunity to elect
public officials should ensure our votes are conferred on candidates
who will best represent us and those we love.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
Families and Loss
On November 5th, my brother died. He had been ill and hospitalized for
almost a year; however, we never gave up hope that his health would
improve and even through those difficult months we continued to enjoy
conversations and share many laughs. I have been lucky in having a
supportive family that totally accepted and loved our children, both
straight and gay, and for this I am most thankful.
Our PFLAG family also suffered a loss this month. Dr. David Page, son
of Pam Page died on Nov. 23rd, and our thoughts are with Pam and her
family during this sad time.
Many of you likely enjoyed reading David’s article in the February
2011 edition of our e-newsletter, and a portion of it, reprised here
gives you a glimpse of David, his humour and his love of family.

'Coming Out’ “Announcing to the world and
your nearest and dearest that you are gay is
never an easy thing. I have heard horror stories
from friends of how they were rejected by their
families, friends and the all important icon to any
gay man; their mothers! My story is less
tumultuous than some, but at the time was more
difficult than anything else in my life. The hardest
person for me to come out to was not my Mother or Father, or even the
family dog or my grandparents.
At the age of twenty-one (at that time the legal age to be gay in the UK1989) I decided to do something about my nascent gayness. I decided it
had to be a Friday, you can only, really, decide you're gay at the start of
a weekend- somehow it's easier or made more sense to me at the time.
I decided I would need to travel into the heart of London and go to
Soho. After two failed attempts on prior Fridays I finally managed the
journey all the way into Soho and aimlessly walked around until I found
a bar called the 'Brief Encounter', it had a large pink neon triangle
lighting up its name; I actually agonized for about ten minutes,
wondering if this meant it was a gay bar. I started to walk in and at the
last moment walked past the front door, then again I started to go
in...But not quite. After fifteen minutes of nearly going in but not quite
managing it I finally managed to stick my courage to the pink, fuzzy
place deep inside all gay-men's hearts and walked inside.
I ordered a drink. A double. After about thirty minutes, when I finally
stopped shaking, I realized that guys were looking at other guys; there
were no whips or chains, no leather or handcuffs, nothing, in fact, that
would make you worried or scared. The rest, as they say, is history.
'Coming Out' to my mother was actually a non-event. I knew I had her
love because of who I was; I just had to love myself first. Now, twentytwo years later I live in Toronto and see my mother several times a
week (She followed me here from the UK- we've always been close).
Coming out to my mother and later the rest of my family was never hard
for me; I think the hardest person to 'come out' to is always yourself.”
Funeral information is available at Rosario Morrison, Toronto.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
December For most of us when December approaches we
reach out and reconnect with family and friends and make
plans to get together to share meals and enjoy time together.
The holiday season is often a lonely time for those who are
not close to their families, either geographically or due to
other circumstances. This December let’s remember to
include friends and co-workers in our plans.
There’s always room for one more in a PFLAG family!
Yours with a hug,

Irene

November News
Support Meeting: On November 7th, 2012 Toronto PFLAG
was proud to welcome Enza Anderson as the guest speaker at
the Monthly Support Meeting. By sharing her story with the
group, Enza turned our meeting into an educational evening
as well as a support meeting.
Enza’s positive attitude and outlook on life are infectious, and
all the attendees gained immeasurable insight from her story.
We thank Enza and all the volunteers who contribute to
making our Monthly Meetings so welcoming to those seeking
support.

BMO – Panel Discussion: Trans issues in the workplace:
On November 20th, Toronto PFLAG was privileged to be
invited to participate in a Panel Discussion at BMO, for
executives and employees.
This event organized by Enza Anderson, Leader of BMO’s
Diversity Group invited Dr. Rev. Cheri diNovo, MPP, Dr.
Sydney Tam, M.D., Sherbourne Health Centre, and Irene
Miller, Toronto PFLAG to speak on trans acceptance in today’s
workplace.

Nov. 19th, LGBT Giving Network Major Donor Thank You
Through the LGBT Giving Network Toronto PFLAG was able
to invite our major donors in 2012 to attend an evening event
generously hosted by David and Kate Daniels and Lorraine
Segato. The Daniels opened their home providing a beautiful
venue in which organisations could meet with, thank and
show appreciation for, those major donors whose support this
year has contributed to our ongoing endeavours to support
the LGBT community in Toronto.

Irene, Dr. Sydney Tam, Enza Anderson (not shown Cheri diNovo)

Nov. 20th, Canadian Safe Schools Network Gala
This event was a Fundraiser for the Canadian Safe Schools
Network and Gary and Irene Miller were invited as guests of
Toronto Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment.
Along with Toronto Police Chief Bill Blair, Brian Burke was to
have attended as a Guest Speaker; however, he was unable to
attend and Rick Mercer attended and spoke in his stead.
Toronto PFLAG presented a workshop at the CSSN 2012
Conference and it was exciting to hear their plans for 2013.
Irene, Renda Abdo, Smith Restaurant, Nadya Mancini, Wish
Nov. 20th, Trans Day of Remembrance:
November 20th was Transgender Day of Remembrance and
various TDoR events were attended by Toronto PFLAG
volunteers.
On Page #4 Marla Green writes about the TDoR event she
attended at The 519.
Although positive progress is being made for trans rights, it
was sobering to learn that since November 2011 around the
world 265 trans people were murdered and countless others
were victims of violence and discrimination. And Bill 279 is
still being debated.

Gary, Irene, Dave Fraser and Stu Auty, CSSN

Toronto PFLAG Attends Transgender Day of Remembrance
A memorial service was held on Wednesday, November 20th at the 519 to
honour those who were killed because of transphobia: anti-transgender hatred
or prejudice.
The deaths of those based on anti-transgender hatred or prejudice are largely
ignored. Over the last decade, more than one person per month has died due to
transgender-based hate or prejudice, regardless of any other factors in their
lives.
It was a very sombre occasion, and Toronto PFLAG was represented by Marla
Green. There were several guest speakers, a short film, and performances. We
expressed love and respect for transgender people in the face of indifference
and hatred. This day is one which gives trans-allies a chance to step forward
and stand in vigil, memorializing those who have died by anti-transgender
violence.

A special ‘Thank You’
Every month we thank those who make donations to our charity, and this month
we want to say a special ‘Thank You’ to those people who designate their
United Way contributions to us.
Often we do not learn the name of the donors, so we hope you are reading our
e-newsletter and know that your United Way donations are very much
appreciated by all of us at Toronto PFLAG.

THANK YOU
Toronto PFLAG wants to offer a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to the wonderful
people who have recently made a donation to Toronto PFLAG. Your
donations are allowing us to continue offering our 24/7 Telephone Support
Line, our Monthly Support Meetings and our ongoing outreach and
community support.
If you would like to help, you can make a donation through the secure
servers at CanadaHelps.org (charitable donation receipts are issued
automatically), and if you wish you can specify that your donation remain
anonymous, or you can choose to honour someone or a special occasion.
Or you may send a cheque to
Toronto PFLAG, 200 Wolverleigh Blvd., Toronto, ON, M4C 1S2.
(charitable donation receipts will be issued for amounts of $20+)
DONATE NOW
http://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s70090
Charitable Registration BN: 891493348RR0001

